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April 21, 1906
DEPUTATION REGARDING MALAY LOCATION
As I promised last week, I give here an account of the deputation
that waited upon Sir Richard Solomon1 concerning the Malay Location.
Mr. Haji Ojer Ali saw Sir Richard and presented the following facts
before him.
When land was allotted by the Boer Government to the Malay people,
they developed it. On their applying for permission to construct build-
ings on it, the Government allowed them to do so unconditionally. Con-
sequently many well-built houses of burnt brick have sprung up in the
Malay Location. Moreover, the residents have effected lasting improve-
ments in the land, and the population has increased. When the site
for the Malay Location was fixed, the white population in the surround-
ing area was also increasing, but they did not raise any objection at
the time. And though the improvement of the land by the residents
of the Location has -been going on for years, nothing has been done
to give them security of tenure. An Ordinance was promulgated last
September vesting the ownership of the Location in the Johannesburg
Municipality. On the other hand, the Government intends to confer
definite rights on the Dutch residents of Vrededorp. Handing over the
Malay Location to the Municipality is likely therefore to prejudice the
interests of the residents in the Location.
If rights are granted to the Dutch, they should be granted equally
to the Stand-holders of the Malay Location, who have always been loyal
subjects. If a permanent lease is granted to the people of the Malay
Location, it can be safely assumed that they will improve the land further
and construct even more elegant buildings.
In reply to this representation, Sir Richard has promised to go into
the whole matter fully and write later in detail. He has shown much
sympathy, but it appears that the Government is nowadays plentiful in
that commodity. Even Mr. Winston Churchill has expressed much
sympathy. What the worthy knight will actually do, he alone knows,
The situation regarding permits continues as before. There has been
very severe criticism of [the handling of] Mr, Manga's case, in a local
paper, The Rand Daily Mail. It has two leading articles on the subject.
They may have some effect on the Permit Office in course of time*
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinwn, 28-4-1906
1 Acting Lieutenant-Governor of the Transvaal